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The History of Tibet and the Feudal Serfdom in Old Tibet
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Preface

Located in the southwestern border area of China, Tibet has a vast
territory, wonderful scenic views, an abundance of produce and a
.. Since ancient times, Tibet has been a part of the
[[Iréry And Tibetans maintained intimate relations with
1therland in the early stage and shared
S joys and sorrows with them. Tibet was
1. After the armed rebellion was put
tic Reform was carried out, abolishing
‘m ad hindered the economic and social
nent in ibet for a long time. The peaceful liberation of
d the social transform rn*”l'bet is an inevitable trend of the
development
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Aristocratic officials in the local govern-
ment of old Tibet
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An aristocrat named Tshe-ring's house
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Aristocrats in Lhasa
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A serf owner’s resplendent costume and adornments
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A serf owner’s splendid and luxurious utensils for daily use
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“Tibetan army” refered to the armed forces of the local government of old Tibet. Its highest commanding unit was
called dMag-spyi-las-khungs and the commander in chief was named dMag-spyi. This degenerate army often violated
military disciplines, extorted money and committed all sorts of crimes. Therefore, the masses generally called natural
disasters, pestilences and this army “Three Calamities”. Above picture was Tibetan troops drilled by the British.
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The Tibetan Buddhist monastic organization of the dGe-lugs-ps Sect was a huge feudal lords cliques under
the feudal serfdom in old Tibet. In the mid-20th century, the number of monks and nuns living in' monaster-
ies, was accounted for more than 10% of the total population. Led by.Dalai Lama, the abbots (mKhan-po)
from the three major monasteries of dGav-ldan Monastery, vBras-spungs Monastery_ and Se-ra Monastery
directly attended the enlarged meetings held by the local government of Tibet (bKav-shag), and were pro-
vided with the supreme decision-making power and a series of jdﬁlal prwnlegex:f the local g%vernment 0 J‘
Tibet. Economically, prior to 1959, monasteries and high-ranking Iamas occuple

36. 8% of the total cul

vated land in Tibet and possessed numerous gazmilaﬁd qornestlc: a !ma[s d serfs. They ; _as"e | "o
great quantity of social wealth, constituting the m eompﬂnen 0 1t - Jajor‘"feudai lords in Tibet. .
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Above picture was the panorama of Se-ra Monz 1.
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Lamas gathering in the square in front of a
monastery
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Wooden sticks and iron hoes used in
ploughing in mTsho-sna of Lho-kha
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Serfs harvesting barley in the burning sun
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Serfs laboring in the fields with primitive and backward production tools
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Ak Backward transportation. Pictured here are
people from mNgav-ris Region using pack
sheep to carry salt and grains
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A certificate from Dalai Lama on bestowing Lha-klu Manor and land upon a serf-owner
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A contract from a noble named sDe-dge, who transferred
serfs named bKra-shis, Tshe-ring-sgrol-ma and other 8 per-
sons as well as 2 children to vBras-spungs Monastery
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Serf-owners could buy or sell, transfer or mortgage serfs at
will. This is an exchange contact between Lho-bzang-phun-
tshogs with other two persons (rNam-rgyal Monastery) and
bsKkal-bzang with other four persons (Jo-khang Temple)
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Rong-khu-lha-mo, a serf as a dowry
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Serfs forced to do unpaid service

AR LR B 56 1 41K 45
Tshe-ring-lha-mo, a serf who was
forced to repay a debt through labor
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Secured debts never be paid off. In records, By-
ams-pa borrowed 509 (Tibetan 1 g equals 14kg)
of barley grains from a creditor in his early
years, and he paid off the debts every year, but
finally he still owed a debt of 108,000g of barley

grains. After his death, the serf-owner forced all
the villagers to repay this money instead of him.
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Bu-rdo, a herdsman relating how his eyes were A serf, whose fingers were cut off when he made leather ropes Tshe-ring-thar, a serf who was jailed in Ri-bo-che of Chab-
gouged out in an unpaid service for a govemor (rDzong-dpon) mdo and crippled by being beaten savagely
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Serfs in shackles begging in the street and receiving food from a nun
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Foot instrument of torture

F ol Tl ' FLEk B FE A N AR
; —— Inmates in iron shackles

Hand instrument of torture
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Byams-pa-bskal-zang, a serf who was punished to stand in a cage before the
public for 7 days in a street in Lhasa
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: : ; sPen-pa, a herdsman, whose nose was cul off
e e e W L SR O S S e e e The scorpion cave used by serf-owners to slaughter and lorture serfs pa
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Woaden foot instrument of torture
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Sticks for squeezing a person’s fingers
(instrument of torture)
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A dungeon, where so many innocent serfs were tortured
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A skeleton of a boy, who was
buried alive for a foundation cer-
emony
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A sharp knife used as an instrument of torture to gouge
out eyes
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Wooden shackles for five serfs at one time (sNang-rtse-shag
Prison in Lhasa of old Tibet)

IH P sChEr= B 4% CBory) Bk B2 HR i i R o e

A stone cap used as an instrument of torture to gouge out
eyes (sNang-rtse-shag Prison in Lhasa of old Tibet)
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Abeggar in the street wrth a deg Little beggars sleeping in the street A serf’'s dwelling place Torn and tattered houses lived by serfs
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A few utensils for daily use owned by
serfs
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All family property owned by A-nan from
Dud-chung
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Lhasa Slum
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A view of Lhasa Slum Women and children wandering about in a Children looking for food in garbage
street, living by begging
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Seven members from A-nan’s family
living in a noble’s stable, who paid a debt
through annual unpaid service.
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Serfs taking a cave as their house
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Some statistics about serfdom in Tibet

Many statistics and data show that in Tibet before 1959, production stagnated, the popula-
tion of the Tibetan nationality diminished, epidemic diseases prevailed, the people lived in
misery and society as a whole developed very slowly. The facts cited above give a broad

outline.
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Low Yields of Grain in 1939
For each Tibetan 14kg(1g) seeds
only 42-70kg could be harvested.
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( LAZEA 451 1959F 451t )

4. 218 N F40%—50%
T GR40%—50%

o 2E s 30%—50%
G %70%—80%

Low Breeding Rate of Livestock in 1959
(taking Nagchu as an example)

Cattle: Survival rate of young cattle: 40-50%
Pregnancy rate 40-50%

Sheep: Survival rate of lambs 40-350%
Pregnancy rate 70-80%
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AR N S EY 581 A

T 2ENTPN 550\ i SV 94%
TR SCFIIAN: 31N 5 EE6%

Statistics Compiled in an Investigation of llliter-
acy In Five Manorsiin 1949

Totallaumber of adults: 581

llliterates:, 550 (94 % of the total)

Literate or beginning to learn: 31 (6%)

O VS XM AN R T P4
(19274 19524F )
19524 RTRE  ETE
P
Name of village Households Households Number of runaway Runaway
in 1927 in 1952 households rate (%)
EER AN 130 3 127 97.6
Sangna
XBAB 18 8 10 EE
Denaka
= 50 20 30 60
Dashin
I BR 23 13 10 43
Genang

INT 221 44 177 80



